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The Graduate Master Remodeler designation is one of the most difficult designations 
to obtain. Currently there are only four in New York State. The requirements to obtain 
this designation include having a Certified Graduate Remodeler designation for at least 
five years, a minimum of fifteen years experience as a remodeler, and passing courses 
in Diversification: Capitalizing on New Business Opportunities, Green Building for 
Building Professionals, Negotiating Skills, Profitable Business Through Quality Practices, 
and Business Management for Building Professionals.

GMR: Graduate Master Remodeler –– Jim Albright, Richard Hughes

GMB: Graduate Master Builder –– Jim Albright, Richard Hughes

What do all those Letters mean?

If you look at our staff t-shirts, our stationery, our 
website, or other forms of our advertising, you may 
notice that certain staff members have letters such 
as CGR, CAPS, CGP or GMB after their names. 
These letters refer to professional designations 
which these staff members have earned through the 
National Association of Homebuilders University 
of Housing. Albright Remodeling has always placed 
emphasis on our staff keeping pace with new industry 
developments and practices, so we can bring our 
customers the benefits of a dedicated, professional, 
and highly competent staff. 

Earning a designation requires time, money and 
dedication as travel is generally necessary to reach 

the location where a particular class is being offered. 
Albright Remodeling pays for the class, travel 
expenses, and the graduation fee for the designation. 
Staff members forego a day’s pay for each class they 
choose to take so that both management and staff 
make a personal commitment to success.

In addition, NAHB requires continuing education 
to keep a designation, which must be renewed every 
three years. For most designations, twelve hours of 
continuing education is required every three years. 
This may be satisfied by a combination of completing 
an NAHB course not previously completed, attending 
educational seminars, doing community service, or 
other acceptable NAHB activities.

GMB: Graduate Master Builder—Jim Albright, Richard Hughes
   NAHB’s University of Housing describes this designation as the ultimate symbol of the 
building professional. The GMB designation is for experienced professionals only, requiring 
a rigorous background of experience and prior professional education. The GMB means the 
person who attained the certification has advanced knowledge of the building business 
in topics such as Risk Management, Land Acquisition and Development, Financial 
Management and Exceptional Customer Service.

Requirements: Take and pass examinations in five GMB courses; a minimum of ten years 
building experience; already have earned CGR (Certified Graduate Remodeler) or CGB 
(Certified Graduate Builder) designation.

At Albright Remodeling, owner Jim Albright is one of only five GMB holders in New York 
State.

CGR: Certified Graduate Remodeler—Jim Albright, Richard Hughes
 The CGR emphasizes ways to run a business more effectively. Candidates take a three-
hour, one-hundred-thirty-question examination. The results of that exam leads to an 
individualized course of study requiring candidates to take up to eleven courses from five 
areas of business: Sales and Marketing; Business Administration; Design, Estimating and 
Job Cost; Contracts, Liability and Risk Management; and Project Management.

CAPS: Certified Aging In Place Specialist—Jim Albright, Richard Hughes
The CAPS designation equips staff members to design and build remodeling changes that 
help aging or disabled people stay in their homes safely and comfortably as long  
as possible. The CAPS curriculum involves passing classes in Sales and Marketing to Older 
Adults, Design/Build for Older Adults. and Business Administration for  
Building Professionals.

CGP: Certified Green Professional—Jim Albright, Richard Hughes
 The CGP designation is earned by passing a two-day class in Green Building Practices and 
the Business Administration for Building Professionals class. Green Building Practices 
covers how to build in an environmentally friendly way, alternative energy sources and 
their implementation in building practices, water and energy conservation, reducing waste 
in the building process, and marketing Green Building to customers.

Graduate Master 
Remodeler

At Albright Remodeling, owner Jim Albright and Daily Operations Manager  
Richard Hughes are two of only ten GMB holders in New York State.



GMR: Graduate Master Remodeler –– Jim Albright, Richard Hughes

GMB: Graduate Master Builder –– Jim Albright, Richard Hughes

CAPS: Certified Aging In Place Specialist –– Jim Albright,  
Richard Hughes, Sherre Albright, D.J. Poprawski



If you have questions on any aspect of remodeling or additions, please feel free to contact Jim or Sherre Albright  
on the office cell phone (585 230-4280) or email us at albright1.j.s@gmail.com, and we will be glad to  
answer all of your questions!
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2008 Rochester Home Builders Association Member 
Builder of the Year
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